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SPECTATOR SPORT 


‘AS ONE might reasonably 
expect, the range and variety 
of sport in London for both 
the spectator and participant 
is enormous. For those 
whose interest is non-active 
there is the opportunity to 
watch practically every 
major sport, although not 
always in comfort, at the 
highest level. 

And you don’t need an inflated 
bank balance either, Admission 
prices to League football 
matches, athletics meetings and 
the other major sporting events 
compare very favourably with 
those on the Continent for 
instance, and the top 
international stars in the 
majority of sports are regularly 
on view. 

London is quite well-endowed 
with large stadia (10,000 

capacity or more), although it’s 
becoming more and more 
obvious that that facilities 
available are not being utilised 
fully. White City Stadium, for 
instance, remains shamefully 
neglected for long periods of 
time. 

There is however one major 
sports centre inthe capital that 
continually offers an impressive 
variety of top-class events, and 
that’s the Crystal Palace National 
Sports Centre. Opened in 1964, 
it's the largest multi-sports 
centre in the country and stages 
national and international events 
inswimming, gymnastics, 
athletics, table tennis, 

basketball, weight-lifting and 
water polo as well as motor 
cycling and cycle racing. 

Itboasts a very modern and 
comfortable floodlit stadium 
with a capacity of 12,000 and 

generally provides a 
much-needed ‘home’ for some 
of our most popular sports. 


Indeed, nearly altour most 
important sports have a 
‘manent base somewhere in 
ondon. Rugby Union has 
Twickenham as its mecca which, 
besides staging all the most 
prominent international 
matches, is also the 
headquarters of the Rugby 
Union. That most English of 
sports, cricket, has Lords, the 
round of the MCC which is also 
he governing body for British 
cricket and supplies information 


about the game. Lords also 
stages a Test Match in June, as 
does the Oval, Surrey’s ground, 
in August. 

Lawn tennis has Wimbledon, 
which is the scene of perhaps 
the world’s top tournament in 


-the last week of June and the 


first week of July, and in Baron's 
Court is situated the Lawn 
Tennis Association which is the 
governing body forlawn tennis 
in Britain. 


The Football Association is at ~ 


Sportsman in “Dreams Of Thirteen” movie. 


16 Lancaster Gate, WC2, and 
London is well catered for in 
soccer with Football League 
clubs, four of which are in the 
First Division. 

Other main sporting venues 
are the Empire Pool and the 
Stadium at Wembley, both 
apparently ina state of continual 
construction and disarray, but 
both providing a multitude of 
interesting and important 
sporting events. 

Wembley Stadium is the 


| unofficial home of English 


football, staging the Football 
League Cup Final in March and 
the F.A. Cup Final in May as well 
as numerous international 
matches. It also accomodates 
the Rugby League Cup Final and 
Gaelic football. 

The Empire Pool, as versatile 
as any sporting venue in 
London, hosts boxing, ice 
hockey and skating, tennis, 
basketball, netball and squash as 
well as the odd rock concert and 
pantomine on ice. 

Also, and in very sharp 
‘contrast, there is the imposing 
Royal Albert Hall which stages 
throughout the year amateur 
and professional boxing, 
wrestling, tennis and 
gymnastics. 

‘So what represents value for 


| money for the general sports 


thusiast? 


there is of course footbal 

pence is the is the min 
entrance fee to football matches 
in the lower divisions, while for * 
the privilege of standing on the 
exposed terraced of Arsenal, 
QPR, West Ham or Chelsea and 
experiencing either acute 


